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perhaps better than I did ". ... In truth I had made a
head expressive of innocence and sweetness. A short time later
the gentleman who had so offensively rebuked me was kicked
to death in Cornwall by* the miner-father of a girl he had
attempted to seduce.

For the morals and manners of my professional models
I have never been responsible, and it is strange that an artist
should have the odium of the somewhat erratic * conduct
of his models placed to his account. The charming and often
facile moeurs of the model, if known, sometimes give the
artist a lurid reputation.

I would prefer to work from models who are not known
but often a pestiferous journalist will nose around and get
on familiar terms with the models. He mentions them iri the
Press. That very soon turns their head, and they become
characters with " a public ". They imagine themselves to
be like actresses. Their opinions are quoted, and they make
fools of themselves generally. . That particular period in
London has now passed with the passing of the old Gate
Royal. Lillian Shelley, the temperamental, was of course
beautiful, and likewise Dolores was beautiful, but their
devotion to Art ceased when they left the model's stand.
Betty May also shared in their beauty and notoriety, and I
did two studies of her. The notion that I only worked from
models of this kind was severely commented on in the
newspapers, and one of my exhibitions was characterised,
I recall, as nothing more than an exhibition of semi-oriental
sluts. Howpharisaic! Perhaps as I exhibited these bronzes with
the " Christ", these Magdalenes were in the right'company.
I have of course worked from every kind of man and woman,
and it is amazing that to-day an artist can be criticised for
following in the footsteps of Donatello4 and Rembrandt.

It was at this period that I met Frank Harris, who asked
me to do his bust and work from him at a villa in the South
of France, but he was a character so filled with bombast and
conceit that I was careful about having anything to do with
him, more especially as he was extremely large in his require-
ments of work, but when I mentioned money to him. he